xii                    THE PLAN OF THE BOOK
the Toyiibee Travellers' Club fully, and described the w  fcer
famine in detail, not because the first was more impor   ait
than kindred Toynbee Societies, or the second of sp<  ial
interest; but because the reader is thus enabled to un  er~
stand the work behind the other Toynbee Societies,    nd
can realise the strength of the union of the Warden,   )he
Residents, and Associates in any of the other public conl  sts
in which they were engaged. Behind the impressic  1st
sketches he can supply the precision of the pre-Bapha<  ite details.
Many tales are told of our parishioners, and I could   ;ell
very many more. Indeed I have had to be stern ^  Lth
myself or I should have written too much of the n  ble
actions, the delicate honour, and the fine considera   on
of our Whitechapel neighbours. But I have forbo  ae,
because the object of this book is to try to tell of the c   a,r-
acter and life of one man, and so the tales are only pu   in
to paint the background of his life, or to illustrate s   ne quality in his nature.
The same principle has been acted on in relatior   to
friends who made the joy and strength of our lives. M  ny
are not mentioned at all, others only cursorily, even if t  eir
work deserved a whole book to describe it. The princ  ole
of selection has been to speak of those who abode to   he
end, showing by their steadfastness that their gift of Me  id-ship has not been transient.
As we travelled a good deal, a short account of even   he annual journeys would have absorbed too many pa  es, while to have printed all his letters from abroad, unste  so-typed and attractive as they are, would have monopol   ed the book. So what I have done is to describe a few joun  >ys at length and leave the others unmentioned.
The Canon's letters, when not inserted in the chapl  rs,
have been collected into batches and published with  no
relation except that of date sequence. My husband w«-  i a
prolific letter-writer, writing rapidly and rarely chanj  ng
a word. His correspondence, which, besides those to o"  ier
friends, includes fifty-two letters a year to Mr. and I  rs.
IVank Barnett for thirty years, is very large; and a  ;er
many weeks spent in selecting which should be inser  sd,
I am left with the sense that I need not have speni   so
much labour, for those included are no better than   he many hundreds that are perforce excluded.
The interest in the mottoes consists in each one b<  ng